Queensland the Smart State

o, Georgina River Catchment Flood Rules of Thumb

This guide has used the best information available at present. It is intended to help you assess what type of flood is likely to occur in your area and indicate what amount of feed you might expect. You may wish to record your own flooding guides on the map.
You can add more value to this guide by participating in an MLA EDGEnetwork Grazing Land Management (GLM) training package. GLM training helps you identify land types and flood zones and to develop a grazing management plan for your property

Amount of rain needed for flooding Channel Country Flood descriptions Estimated Summer Flood Pasture Growth in the Channel Country Floodplains.

G | 100 beavier e 100mm (4") in 24 hours will cause isolated Land Pasture | occcaSiona"y fleage plains
e 10 SN OF TESWISIIR flooding in the immediate area of the heavy rain Flood inti growth Flood type (C2)
24 hours over a wide area will most g F¥.rain. Description types Flood extent hich { ‘ (kg DM/ha of useful feed)
likely cause major flooding in the 9% . Isolated HANDY to GOOD ﬂOOdlng type flooded whic : = — e 5 P —— :
middle to lower reaches of the supports: Good 1200-2500 4500-8000 1500-3500
Georgina, Burke and Hamilton Rivers 90 - Good Good floods are similar to handy floods, but covera C1,C3, C2 Flooded across most of floodplains 85- 100% of
extending into Eyre Creek, much higher proportion of the floodplain (75% or 80-100% flooded potential cattle
downstream of Marion Downs. 35- more) and grow more feed per area than a handy numbers Handy 750-1500 3500-6500 100-250
i flood.
GOOD flooding A CHANNEL flood will increase to a HANDY 0
GOOD ) : : Gutter 400-1200 2000-4500 No growth
or pikie flﬁod if .thg 72 mm in 24 l'|204ur752|3h Handy Handy floods occur when the water escapes from C1,C3,C2  Pushing out of gufters across 45 - 85% of
prece y other rain in the previous 24- rs the gutters, connecting up to form the large sheets floodplain and into swamps and potential cattle
or ' % =

Lseful) of water. It can cover up to 50% of the floodplain. depressions numbers Channel 250-750 1200-2500 No growth
There is a large pasture response from these floods 50-60% flooded
but yield and area is less than a good flood.

75mm_ in 24 hours over isolated areas, with Gutter Gutter floods occur when the water escapes from C1,C3 Pushing out of channels into gutters 5 - 25% of What are the Channel Country ﬂOOdplain land typeS?
lesser rains of 50mm over more extensive areas the main channels and spills over to the many small 5-15% flooded potential cattle
will cause stream rises a“fd the possibility of waterways (gutters) that flow from the main numbers
minor flooding. channels. These floods promote growth of a good C3: C2:
CHANNEL flooding body of herbage and grasses along the gutters.

Channel The major channels run and water just spills over C1, Major channels breaking banks 5-15% of Fraduently Hooded allivial slaine Poorly drained swamps and depressions eo::r:ﬁiozﬁ::ys;ﬁ;&?a;‘:ﬁoﬂ%ﬁflﬂ;‘&r
banks but does not escape to the surrounding limited to <5%flooded potential cattle . °q y : P on alluvial plains of intermittent flooding, with ger y : g :
floodplain. Limited feed grows along margins of channel numbers withbraided channels, aften with deep:and fast variable water speed and depth, generally This.Jand zone. s usually the furthestfrom the

. ' . flowing water in major channels. ) ; ) major channels, butincludes higher areas of
N Gutter flood t in th major channels. margins associated with the outer lying channels. floodplains, It is the last to be flooded
£ utter riooas may not occur in tine ’ '
Georgina system like they do in the I —— T
.. «+ IR Cooper. Outer channels and gt ighest flood country
Flood Definitions 2
-
BoM Channel Country L] )
: Amounts of rain do not by
Major Good | ;
themselves determine the
Handy (average) =i Channel Country type of flood.
Moderate Handy (average) Other important factors that modify the
Minor Eharnal 20 type of flood are duration and time of Gallipoli (outstation of Alexandria) is at the headwaters.
year. Ranken River is impqrtant ' 50 mm (2") of rain in the region will start a run if there are no other rains. 7
|s- & Listen to reports of rain at Alexandria caLLpoL  Camoweal: - N—
ALEXANDRIA outstation  First official reading for the catchment.
o o , Satian On average floods would take 3-4 weeks to travel from Camoweal to Marion Downs.
Soil moisture (%) If fast heavy rain (254 mm or 10" in 48 hours) then it would flow fast and rip down 2-3 days earlier.
3 - ory [N >Wetter 76- 127 mm (3-5") of widespread rain at Camoweal will give a useful flood at Marion Downs.
L 0 5 10 15 20 25 0 35 101- 127 mm (4-5") in a week would cause a Handy Flood at Marion Downs.
Surface ple¥aterhole
; How Often’ are flood rains received?
10 Dry season Drying off | The big wet Proportion (%) of years they occur:
100 mm 75 mm 50 mm 100 mm
Map Legend 20 in 24 hrs in 24 hrs in 24 hrs over 4 days
RANKEN
30 Weaner Waterhole Camooweal 12 26 66 43
Property boundaries T i Baldy Waterhole \ ' (1900-2008) “How Often” APSRU
o - - ;
ps Oolggolgarri Swamp e e ek e‘f;& f Urandangi:
Pla ces 2 2 S 'y Floods are 1.0 m (3'3") lower at Roxborough than at Urandangi.
: My oy ”i' Bell ieterhole o \fatornals WONGA CREED Qﬁ 3.0 m (9'10") at Urandangi would be good at Roxborough.
Y Properties 2 60 s ch MOQ e About 1.5 m (4'11") at Urandangi will cut roads at Roxborough.
P : i e Pl " Urandangi probably wont get a river height until 3-4 days after © Janne Anderson 2007 _
* L lti 70 - SOWDEN o Camoweal (if no other rains in the headwaters). Georgina River at Urandangi peaked at 4.7m in January
oca Itles gl Oglstatfdn ------ i _‘___{_7_,7_,::happ0reek Waterfle y - . -
80 oo P Six Mye Croek M How Often’ are flood rains received?
i Landmarks T X ‘ Station M Proportion (%) of years they occur:
o0 i e L 7 4 100 75 50 100
) . "v" ‘ RDingo Hole  Ten T Waterhde (¢ S mm mm mm mm
® BoM guaging stations Deep 100 | 12 MiSgerhot ) / Lbbywaiehple Happhcreek '} 3 nZAte INZhE NS Over 406y How Often’ are flood rains received?
Water ] e - oo ot NN o ¥ \ é_} oomere, e < ‘ Urandangi 12 25 50 36 Proportion (%) of years they occur:
Oll moisture chart 0 € monitoring site a arion bowns ignum site. e lines are actual observations (not irom the same 7 ) vl ! L v et i - : . "
a e cou ses year) that show typical moisture profiles. The dotted vertical line at 15% soil moisture shows the point below which most plants are S SallTegeRg o y/ 5 ..‘4“"; ig FCRIEr Bt ! %‘»},\ (1900-2008) *How Often” APSRU 1002;“{_:1 .75211[:11 'SOZTT: 100 rzrg
i unable to extract water from the soil. i 5 de b e g o ) & 2 ; ; ; ; ; - ; N rs N rs n rs over ays
RIVG s and Creeks Note that during the big flood of 2000, even though it is quite wet on the surface the amount of maoisture declines at a relatively T L Mccullosh Carmp e e ) A Big rain around Dajarra and Souliman Creek will run into Wills Creek -
. shallow depth. The green line shows that evaporation has occurred on the surface, there was never much moisture at depth and 5 il & 7y ol o s oo e . . Mount Isa 6 25 56 45
Important rivers & creeks there is a small band in the soil profile that plants could extract moisture from. The brown line shows that there is not enough water * AN \ < Rain in the Mount Isa region is important for flows in the Georgina ount
at any depth. BURRAMURRA AUSTRALDBVNS 77" creex Vicame p Burke River: (1900-2008) “How Often’ APSRU
The soils of the Channel Country have a low permeability, often associated with mineral deposits around 80 cm in depth and this Station Statiq - Sk I r : : ! : : ;
. highlights that the duration of the fload is one of the most important factors that determines production after a flood. R R o EW MAY DOWNS The Burke can push the Georgina back and cause flooding to the 8 Mile Crossing on the road from Herbert to Marion.
Waterbodies Sapgn 100-125 mm (4-5") will run the Burke.
' ' ) e o, 0 {, _~-——-_Ifthe Georgina is in flood it will run the Burke.
Lakes & waterholes Big waterhole at Linda Downs will run clear as floodwaters push the clear waterhole waters out. 3 WOUNT isa When the Georgina is in flood, Sandy Channel and the Burke will meet. Sandy channel will spread water out.
Takes 4 days to push the waterhole water out. Sheep Waterhole ¢ l{ Burke water is red. Georgina water is browny grey. Cotton Bush Creek water is red. It is not as important as others but can hold up the Georgina.
. | & In the 1970's the Burk Id not before Christ b the 1990' N b
Flood plains New Linda Downs is near Jimboola. Old Linda Downs is on the map. A U vl e i GA7s Hha B s (ot st b the Sy Chanoc) flows et i , R
S i ¢ P d & wly : How Often’ are flood rains received?
How Ofer are Hood raine receed? 7 ¥ The Burke can hold up LImestone Creek on the Mount Isa to Boulia road. Proportion (%) of years they oceur:
Proportion (%) of years they occur: \1 If Urandangi, Glenormiston and Marion Downs all have about 50 mm (2") 100 mm 75 mm 50 mm 100 mm
Roads 100 mm 75 mm 50 mm 100 mm of rain on th%§am'elijgy therc1i ?[[ thte vir(aterpoiis t\ﬂgll fill alltnd in24hrs in24hrs in24hrs  over 4 days
___________ : : ; G MALBONVALE give a good 'run'. It is good for stock water but doesn
Primary Route in24hrs in24hrs in24hrs  over 4 days T b o Station | grow feed. Duchess 10 29 61 48
: ek amilton River:
(1900-2008) “How Often” APSRU A“S’;';ISAM _F gtgg\r,‘ ) , unES ﬁ ;.\_.»—‘\ jg Awidespread 100mm (4") in this area Hamilton River adds to flooding on Coorabulka.
1 : & |\ = DUCHES will be a good flood and will run the Hamilton River can cause good floods at King Creek.
Elevatlon (m) 1000 Manners Creek captures western water but far west HEADTN J ;-/J & ‘:- - e 9 Mile Creek east of Boulia If the Hamilton and the Georgina waters meet, the floods can be
runsidown' the Field Riverand Into sandhills whens: S [ > f A : . upto 26 km (16 miles) wide in the floodout area north of Bedourie.
700 gets soaked up ~=* 5 | \ 3 Awidespread 150mm (6") in .
af AT L‘) 3 &, this area will run the 15 Mile Sandy Creek: , , _ , )
Argadargada Waterhole 5 b ; Creek east of Boulia If Sandy Creek (at Linda Downs) is running from rain at Dajarra and
500 URANDANGI ; ,—fl . ) the Georgina is not running, the Sandy Creek Water can go backwards
_ _ ¥ L F | . up the Georgina past Linda Downs.
il ggg = ) ' { 4+ There are five creeks named Sandy in this 200km area and more elsewhere.
__.——""—‘-‘-_ 5 cﬁ‘g@L § e e v ‘:e “U5E ‘é‘.ﬂ
e 100 4 Station Lencemndes Nelendi e \ M y /é;t":‘;':'c;f" s i & 2" in Black Mountain Creek will run Warenda Creek. It joins the Hamilton at Canary Station.
\S 5 - :
X i /-j P e Ny o« ¥ o Elrose Station:
&7 b - ﬁ * W\ , 8" or more of rain is a good year
1\ < 3 1 ¥ " "
OORATIPPRA [ o5 : . 3" at Christmas and 3" in March will last through to September 2005.
L Station ‘) 4 «\_\' * CARANDOTTA ‘\ : U\ I b s 5" of rain in January & nearly 3" in June carried them for two years
¢ Statlon > Al
{ s CRE b\ g
DERRY DOWNS = . ~ i g : & . .
% / tatan W \\ 7 ~ \ ’?f o . Peak and Mgcklandama Creeks waters' are a lighter chocolate
Agrer®Swamp Brumby Waterhole : & X 6= _,}/J- ' colour, foamier and come off harder country. They also smell
Tomakiawk SWarmp >&5>Wa‘ i \\.\‘ { 5?" _ B ik e ’_.‘ & Z different probably because they have lots of Gidyea leaf in them.
e T A Kingar erhole : %o = ~".f ;I S P e
: K A TEA o e R ) = PR ol G p iﬁ TOOLEBUC Macsland Station:
( . V i Station ‘t‘\ 5 o Ny The 1960's were really dry and there were no Mitchell Grass tussocks.
s o R & %3 ,3%5 OR PARK The current tussocks would have been recruited in 1974 when there
ok iR — . > § B eﬁ& D / ?"B" was a summer rain, a winter rain and another summer rain.
y Alkea Waterhole g;an{b Waterhol B : : 5, :/ o . .
~__ Averabonna Waternole - soodya Waterhole \ _ . ) 7 If flood waters are up to the Polygammon house then it will be a decent
A DELMORE DOWNS M : %l 2 // flood at Cluny.
f) _ . W‘;&“ S o T yrinag { 6-7 days from Toolebuc to Polygammon.
Merc irhole //;_\ Ik.ﬁ-“%’“*“’"«ah;—ﬁ.— ; Station ) ’// Alderyly: Goodwood:
V\ ; _ m'\"&% j .,» * Cotton Bush Creek can give a channel 4 days from Windsor Park.
e % i P 5 7= flow out of Alderly. 3-4" is needed to 10 days from Ashover.
lor - ' s o | '..6( e T FLHOSE ,‘; make this happen. 10" of rain in the Duchess to
- L ) ation . . .
How Often’ are flood rains received? T —— - ( %ZA\ o W(‘Em'e " % e S’; tttl,? : g;:rgﬁr:% can flow back Eéigztrg;m;ze a good
ALCOOTA Proportion (%) of years they occur: ?,f Joins the Georgina at Glenormistor: _/ s ‘ : g a " T “ : Cotton Bush creek is not as important :
J— 100 mm 75 mm 50 mm 100 mm ' Toko Range runoff flows into Pituri. Caidie Bam e | o = . as others but can hold up the Georgina.
RN § , e in24hrs in24hrs in24hrs  over 4 days 25 - 50 mm (1-2") will flow and fill the e, L N MACSUAND 2 Boylia: A : .
' A o Selhnt T i At lake at Glanormiston. > ' i : " Statio ,f 4 days from the junction of Wills Creek and the Burke to Boulia.
- " | Boulia 6 17 39 44 25 - 50 mm (1-2") on the hard red g e : %ﬁ\ R S/ > % Burke River Indicator - listen to reports of rain between Dajarra
: U g o . \ country of the Toko Range . TN, Al i ¥/ and Mount Isa.
(s ¥y (1900-2008) "How Often” APSRU o als).lo FR T Mulliga?\. lanama Swamp s, e ,’*( 2" of rain at Alderly Creek will run Limestone Creek. This will hold the Burke back
e AT, B W Roxborough Downs: Pituri Creek is important to Marion : \ v if the Georgina is in flood and will cause a big flood in Boulia.
T BoM Flood Height at Roxborough is not representative because especially if the Burke is flowing. \ H o TN If water is up to the roadhouse at Boulia, then it is a good flow
the guage is in the bottom of a hole. Pituri Creek can flow backwards - - / - S in the Burke.
Not much growth from the 2007 flood at Roxborough. up the Georgina. If Pituri is high SIMPSON DESERT| - : : Kunnamuka Swamp \ : / When the Burke River is running 2/3 of its banks (3.5m for 12 hours) it will run
\ . First good flood since 2000 as it covered most of the country. and Georgina is high they will back w i Lignum Dam T\_,_ / i - 4 4 T down the 9 Mile.
The G_eorglng is generally faster and narrower than Gutter floods in between. each other up. Tl R ., Too Whee r\géamoae L LORNA DOWNS 3.9 m at Boulia for 12 hours it will flow into the 5 Mile and into the swamp.
the Diamantina. It seems that the last couple of years, floods have gone down Pituri Creek comes up quickly ' b ; e Station If it holds up for 24 hours the 5 Mile will run through the swamp and back
It is somewhat more influenced by tropical summer King Creek instead of the Georgina. because it comes off hard country. Staton “” ‘ into the 9 Mile.
rains than the Diamantina and Georgina. 6-8 days from Urandangi to Roxborough, 5 days if the e ::? i When the Burke is running a banker (4.9 m) it will run down the 15 Mile.
waterhole is full. o oo N 7 W e - In 1974 the 15 Mile was full.
. Water from the north-west is a smokey colour. Lake Wa.ndldl on Pituri Creek ab_ove : "= : Marion Downs: Coorabulka:
Expect a flood once every 3 years and a big one every 5 years. Watsr frioim ik h-east i d col Glenormiston can run over the highway - A quick short single rain event in the headwaters y ,
ater from the north-east is a red colour. . 5 e (measured at the Marion Downs guage)
If Smoky Creek runs before the Georgina, it will fill the big and flow for a month. It will run clear later on. Lake Wongt&35 - , L ¥ are no good, even 50-76 mm (2-3") oo guag
. . ’ i b C RP;BULKA will flatten out by Glenormiston 3.20 m (10'6") No water enters Coorabulka
For a good flood there needs to be good generalised rain over waterhole at the house. ; spread flow ™, ity Alion o 3.35 m (11'0") Channels starting to fill
the whole upper catchment Smokey and Mineyalla Creeks are on hard country Sylvester Creck: Lake Puichordy 4 o wes‘? S se Nl f B1G.aay8 from Boxoafeugr 1o Manoh Downs 4.00 m §1 3'0")) Limited flooding °
: and only a couple of inches of rain will get them At K'ldmans Bore above Lake Pulch'era' the water from the - ;'_}; _ (but Parapitchuri can change these times) 4.60.m; (150" aood ussfil fload (Handy Elood
running, they can hold up the Georgina. Mulligan seeped through the sandhills into Sylvester Creek. - & 5- 6 days from Glenormiston to Marion Downs . ( c,) g ood ( y )
Little floods make big floods. The little floods fill up the waterholes . i Sylvester Creek contributes a fair bit of water but goes onto | hoUSS, less than 70 % of flood country covered)
' Waterholes near Roxborough will turn clear at the : : (2 Ipod channels . 4.90 m (16'0") will be a Handy Flood (more than
wet the catchment and allow the next one to go further or spread end of the year and become bad smelling. It does floodplains that soak it up. . ) e R0, ‘ The Hamilton floods;a lot of country - 70% of flood country covered)
not worry the cattle Big rains will get into Pulchera and maybe spread the Mulligan. ki "‘\ PEOE "y SANDRINGHAM Marion Downs has a "Hamilton" paddock. ¢ coll ry
out more. ’ Cooper clover can grow on the Mulligan and where Sylvester 4. gison It got to 7.62 m (25'0") at Marion Downs 5:20:m:{1 70")will be a Good:Fload (80% o
L Glenormiston: Creek floods out near Kidman Bore. L2 during the flood at the end of 1974. more of floodplains covered)
Local rain is important to pre-wet the ground before the flood waters 2-4 days from Roxborough to Glenormiston Pulchera is not a floodout, its a waterhole and the flood out is above it. %
arrive. The soil is soaked and the watreholes and swamps are filled, (but Parapitchuri can change these times) Field River {Gnail Creks: 1m (3'3") of water at Marion wil stop traffic
thus allowing the floods to spread futher. If there is a small flow only the waterholes will fill and the water lald River {Gnallan-a-gea Cresk): D on the homestead road but not the main road

Even though it covers a large area it gets soaked up in the

2.25 m (7' 4") Gutter Flooding start
sand country and does nothing for Kamaran Downs i yautter Flosingistars

3.75m (12' 3") Gutter Flood

4.2 m (14feet) flood starting to get out of the
e Prlag channels (Channel Flood)

e roadworks near Cutabura 819 520 1 Merr Downs wean o
crossing have affected the smaller 5.15 m (16' 9") Handy Flood

fiopds InfeiMuncopnis Lake, maybe 5.55 m (18' 2") Good Flood that starts to run faster

won't get to Glenormiston.
Longreach channel (a channel in the Georgina, south of Glenormiston)
will flow backwards (North) into the Georgina

Rain before a flood doesn't really speed up the flow but stops it

flattening as many fences. 5 Lake Wickamunna

s,
'c.

A handy flood is made better if there is local rain after the flood; 50 mm (2") of rain in Cammoweel to Glenormiston and 127 mm Lake Torquini will go a bit salty late in the year but cattle will still drink it.
A good quick 1" will fill Cooyeanna waterhole.

Pulchera waterhole can get filled from local rain.

. = ; g i Lake Mumbleberry#<
a lot more feed will grow. (5") a bit over 2 weeks later will back up the first rain and spread out. )
1-1 1/2" at Gleormiston and some at Carlo when it is really dry will

kY
only make it to Ethabooka Station. LA,

Where floods occur in succession the second flood will travel more

slowly due to vegetation grown from the first flood. The second 3.05m (10'0") Water in the Longreach Channel and main channel Aakenlomger T ILuee 0. BoM heights; Minor =3.0m, Moderate =4.0m, Major =6.0m
flood will often flow clearer, because of the vegetation filtering more 3.35m (11'0") Water spreads into the outside channels
sediment out and slowing water flow. 4.00m (13'0") Limited flooding, getting usefull (Channel Flood) Cluny: . ‘ Glengyle: .
4.60m (15'0") Useful flood, starting to cover low areas of 4.90 m (16') at Marion Downs will be a BoM survey shows the catchment above is 203,315 Km2.
: outside channels (Gutter Flood Handy Flood in bullock paddock (500- 600 bullocks). Boulia to Glengyle takes a couple of weeks.
ol necditne Watcrto hole il at siaeeent (Gliage) elght for a 4.90m (16'0") Gocsd useful ﬂoogl (Handy Flood) 3.96 m (13') at King creek = reasonable flood. when the river is dry and takes 10 days
good flood. 5.65m (18'6") Very good flood with water into station lake 2.13 m (7") of water at the Cluny house will run when the river is running.
This helps water more country and grow more feed. 6.10m (20'0") All low areas and horse paddocks well covered the Toko Channel over the road and onto Lake Machattie. 2006 flood ran for 3 months before it got
6.70m (22'0") Water starting to cover lower ridges (Good Flood) 4.57 m (15') of wa,ter at Cluny will spread out of King Creek off Glengylle.
Aflood in March is ideal, it will grow more feed (grass and forbs) 7.30m (24'0") Water covering all areas except higher ridges e antorthe:fiood! pidine above Glengyle and onto Lake Machattie:

Lake Machattie.

Georgina, Burke & Hamilton need to all flow to get a
reasoanable flood.

Marion Downs to Cluny takes about 10 days.

If the Georgina runs for 3 months it wil 1/4 to 1/2 fill lake Machattie but
there is no depth to it and soon dries up. It needs King Creek and the
Georgina to fill up. Once full, Lake Machattie will take 18 months

to 2 years to dry up.

70,000 ha of good feed that provides a moving feedline as the water

when itis warm. BoM heights; Minor =3.0m, Moderate =4.0m, Major= 6.0m
ADRIA DOWNS

2000 floods killed a lot of feed and there were large fish kills. There

; : B ‘How Often’ are flood rains received?
was little follow up rain and therefore low moisture so the > -

Proportion (%) of years they occur:

(
J

water was clear and heated which causes fish Kills. 100 mm 7gimin: | SOfmmin | 168 mm e [ ¥iei, 55 by ‘ { Eyre Creek flow can vary depending on whether the Mulligan River floods \r,:rt:r?c(j:e;g;ec\lgiztrearﬁ ;aonudngr%\.:slag;eod native sorghum and native verbine
in 24 hrs 24 hrs 24 hrs over 4 days Lake Torquinie with the Simpson Desert National Park stretching SIMPSON DESER' / ;
Glenormiston 4 11 30 18 into the distance behind it. : L

(1900-2008) “How Often” APSRU Belvue Creek has good floodplains that grow native sorghum. The bitumen road has changed the

) "~ floodplain as the water is held up by the slight rise of the road. The easteren side of the road is now
Winter rains: %‘;‘105'": o Batburefor % drier and grows less feed.
: o | ] ' . . ood cut off Bedourie for 3-4 months.

)Nmter rain in the river doesn't grow much but will grow herbage 1991 & 1997 were good floods in Bedourie, you could smell If no rain at Roxborough and Smoky Creek is not running the Georgina will run clear for 3-4 days as it pushes

in the outside country. the algae in the 97 flood. clear water out of Lake Katherine. The water can be bad smelling. Smoky and Mineyalla Creeks are on

The river country will green up when it warms up later. 2007 flood cut off Bedourie for only 5 weeks. hard country and only a couple of inches (50 mm) of rain will get them running

A winter flood doesn't grow as much feed as a summer flood, but the A big flood will cut Bedourie off for 3-4 months if

feed lasts a lot longer. you keep getting rains in the Barkly Tablelands. Sandringham water goes into Lake Wickamunna.
2 weeks from Glenormiston to Bedourie. 5" in Sandringham 1/3 filled Lake Wickamunna, Palliou Creek and 8 Mile Creek. 7
75- 100mm (3-4") of general rain above Glenormiston would be When Lake Wickamanna fills up, it could last for up to two years. ;- - e

= . = o errachi Waterhole
good for Urandangi and Glenormiston - Bedourie listens to them
and if it is still raining at Camooweal. Adria Downs: ) ) _ +*
3.0-4.0 m (9'10"-13'1") that lasts for 3 months will get to Muncoonie A4m (13 feet) flood at Adria Downs will get to Muncoonie Lake. e
Lakes. If waters are over 5 m (16 feet) at Glengyle and hold for Konakoa iabarhdls Statiol
ki s s : Bedourie Aerodrome to the eastern side of the flood plain is 30 - 3 weeks, will run flood water to Adria Downs. _ )
Livestock: nautical miles (55.5 km). - 6 weeks, will run flood water through into SA and join with the Diamantina.
After a winter flood cattle are fat but have soft hides and hooves; Jan 07 - Bedourie had 250 mm (10") in one week but it did not flood Kooringala Waterhole!
: out to King Creek. It went down Eyre Creek. Namabuennie WSt ok
)éO;J fised l}o pu:)tlr;lemkon the outside country to harden them up Good rain at Marion Downs can run Duck Creek (Cooratula Creek) Parapitchuri never goes dry - fresh and salt water A ' 2
efore selling (bullocks). and will flow into the racecourse at Bedourie. springs keep it from emptying. Later in the year it Ben Lynes, May 26th 2007. © Cathy White, Kamaran Downs, February 6th 2007.

South west of Bedourie floodout country does not normally flood is salty, goes clear and weeds get thick. Giri Girl Waterhole This vast expanse of water is Lake Machattie in flood. Bedourie in a major flood (>5.0m) that peaked at 5.4m.

When the River is up, cattle won't graze in the waters because from local rain but did in 2007. Normally only a Good flood will reach it. The Eyre Creek Bridge goes under at 4.4m.

the flies and sandflies are too savage. Badalia: _ ' ‘ Clorica Waterhole

As the waters recede cattle move into the waters to feed. Water is from the Georgina. A,,COUPIG of inches on-any of the craeks will get them running. e Sele 9.00

. . g : : 2" all the way down the Mulligan and it will flow all the way
If cattle have a diet of only waterweeds they can sometimes lose 100 mm (4") in July 1978 was the last winter flood at Badalia. :
- . Old Linda Downs had sheep one year and they washed through but the sandhills soak up a lot of the water.
their hair. 2 1/2" - 3" of quick rain will flood the swales.

up against the fence at Badalia.

Cattle won't normally feed in just flooded areas, they will still feed in Pituri Creek will only give a channel run at Badalia Eyre Creek and Mulligan will back each other up through the sand dunes. 8.00
the sand dunes. Around 5m (16'4") at Roxborough will be an indicator for Badalia. The Mulligan River normally floods at about walking pace and will low for a long time.
Around 10 days from Roxborough to Badalia.
When waterholes go clear and smelly, the cattle go off them. 7.00
If the cattle have to stay on them they get black scours from the =
salty water. fo Good Flood
Cattle on waterholes that go salty (and smelly maybe) won't get the E 6.00 1
scours if they were put on before it went salty as they get used to it o 77
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